THIRD UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION ETHICAL FORUM
Thursday 25 November 2004, 2 – 6.30 pm

Free to speak out? On the rights and responsibilities of academics in the public debate

At the Universitaire Stichting/Fondation Universitaire,

11 rue d’Egmontstraat, 1000 Brussels

"Academic freedom" in the sense of the academic's freedom and responsibility to express and engage themselves in the public realm

More specifically:

Are there limits to this freedom over and above what applies to all citizens? If so, how should they be enforced and by whom?

Are there duties to make use of this freedom? If so, in what form, to what extent, and how should such use be encouraged?

How have relevant practices evolved in Belgium and elsewhere, and how should they evolve?

PROGRAMME

12.15 pm : Possibility to have lunch (soup, main dish and dessert for 16 €) at the restaurant of the University Foundation (reservation strictly required)

1.30 pm : Registration

2-4 pm : First session

Introduction by Jacques WILLEMS, past rector of the Universiteit Gent, Chairman of the University Foundation

Domain 1 : Speaking out on the multicultural society : rights and responsibilities

* Paul CLITEUR, (Universiteit van Leiden) on coping with political correctness

* Comments
* Fabienne BRION, (UCL)

* Matthias STORME, (KULeuven & UA)

* Questions
Domain 2 : Speaking out on environmental threats : rights and responsibilities

* Edwin ZACCAI, (ULB) on the Lomborg affair

* Comments
* Jean-Pascal van YPERSELE, (UCL)

* Gilbert EGGERMONT, (VUB)

* Questions
4-4.30 pm : Coffee break

4.30-6.30 pm : Second session

Overview of law and regulations on academics in the public debate

* Dirk VOORHOOF, (UGent)

* Questions
Panel on how the academic's freedom to speak out should be used and regulated

* Benoit FRYDMAN, (ULB)

* Herman DE DIJN, (KULeuven)

* Alain ERALY, (ULB)

General discussion

Conclusion : Philippe VAN PARIJS, professor of economic and social ethics at the Université catholique de Louvain, co-ordinator of the Ethical Forum

6.30 pm : Drink
